JOINING the JKS

To join the JKS all you have to do is learn 150 new kata and totally change the way you do karate. This is what some people thought when I spoke to them on a Kagawa Sensei course a while ago. I’d therefore like to take this opportunity to put the record straight about joining the JKS with my own personal view.

Firstly, although we do practice Asai style kata only the 5 Junnro katas are part of the grading syllabus. Although at first they can be daunting, as they are challenging, with training they really add to your karate. In fact they come into their own after Shodan. Other Asai kata are taught and most dan grades have a couple they like and train with. Others are used for special cases, such as Rantai for kicking and Kakusen Shodan for ashi barai .

JKS karate will only change people who huff and puff their way through stiff, tense and wobbly karate. JKS karate is fluid, relaxed and good for your health!

Some karate groups are very expensive. JKS GB and Ireland is not. Club membership is free but all club members must be members of the JKS. This costs £20 with grading book, dropping to £17 thereafter.

Kyu gradings are cheap and any member over Sandan or with 15 years of training can, after taking the grading examiners test, grade students. I had been training in Karate for 30 years and had Yondan before I`d ever taken a grading! It was fun. A recommended charge is £11.50. £6 for the grading examiner, £3.50 is sent to the JKS and £2 goes to the instructor of the student. Don`t be too worried about the test. Any karateka worth his/her salt can pass it. It is a short written test. A sample question would be something like .Draw a big smiley face and colour in the Japanese flag. No am joking. A question would be. What are the important points in Gohon kumite?

All dan grades are registered in Japan. I took my Yondan with Kagawa Sensei and had my certificate signed by Asai Sensei. If you want Karate with an impeccable lineage and a future this is it.

The JKS has a lot going on. This year Kagawa Sensei, Koike Sensei, Norman Robinson Sensei and Elwyn Hall Sensei have all taught courses. As well, of course, as regular training with Alan Campbell Sensei, Scott Langley Sensei and Basil Leeshue Sensei .

Last year we had Yamaguchi, Dave Hooper, Koike, Kamal and Dermot O`Keefe Sensei all doing courses with us.

So I hope you get a bit of an idea what we are about. Oh yes, one more thing. The trip to Japan. Every year we go to Japan. A karateka’s dream for sure. This year it’s the JKS Championships in Tokyo then a trip to climb Fuji. Last year was Tokyo then Okinawa for the World Championships and a visit to a fantastic "Kill Bill" Saki Bar! Oh we also trained with Tsuyama Sensei and Kagawa Sensei too. Murakami Sensei was there also. Did I mention the fantastic "Kill Bill" Saki Bar? The year before we did the dreaded "Kangeiko" (cold weather training) at the JKS Honbu Dojo. We also trained in the mountains with Tamon Sensei and ended up in a hot springs spa in the shadow of Fuji. Scott Sensei arranges all this. We go as a group and costs are kept low. It really is a trip of a lifetime.
So if you want to know more about the JKS or just want to join. E mail me at the address below. I`m sure I`ve forgotten stuff to tell you. Oh yeah we have regular Black and Brown belt training with Alan Campbell (squad sessions too) which cost about £8. Scott Sensei comes over from Dublin frequently in fact he`s coming to my tiny village dojo in August for the second time this year. Both Senseis are excellent but often demand to be taken to the pub afterwards. There is no escape!

Other highlights include the annual summer camp at Fettes College in Edinburgh, National Championships and ............ I`ve said enough. You get the picture. Give me a call or email  my details are on the contact page.   Big OSU. Simon Bligh.
