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Japan Karate Shotorenmei (GB & Ireland)
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Introduction

The Japan Karate Shotorenmei (GB & Ireland) is directly affiliated to the JKS in Japan. The Japan Karate Shotorenmei (Ireland) was established in October 2002 after Scott Langley graduated from the instructor’s course. He was sent to Ireland with a mandate of establishing JKS karate within the area. Quickly dojos in the UK also affiliated and the organisation became known as the Japan Karate Shotorenmei (GB & Ireland). In spring 2003 Alan Campbell, a sempai of Scott Langley, joined the JKS (GB & Ireland) and since then both have worked hard to promote JKS Shotokan Karate in the UK and Ireland.

Organisation

There is only one chief instructor within the JKS and that is Kagawa Sensei, therefore, affiliated countries have technical directors to maintain standards and guide students. The JKS (GB & Ireland) is run by committee. There are three permanent members for the committee: Alan Campbell is Chairman and Scott Langley is Technical Director, Paul Giannandrea is Director of JKS Scotland. These permanent members are supported and advised by the rest of the committee, made up of representatives from Ireland and the UK.

The aims of the JKS (GB & Ireland) are:

· To teach traditional Shotokan Karate as taught at the JKS Hombu Dojo, Japan.

· To provide a fair, legitimate and democratically run organisation.

· To allow access to the best instruction and competition.

· To have all dan grades registered with Japan.

· To allow members to qualify as JKS instructors, examiners and referees.

· To help students and instructors achieve their goals within karate.

· To maintain and develop the connection with Japan.

· To actively promote JKS (GB & Ireland) members to enter Teikyo University and the Hombu Dojo Instructor’s Course.

The JKS (GB & Ireland) feels that only by being open and transparent, whilst simultaneously actively promoting talented students and instructors, can it develop and grow into a major force within the karate world. Members have a unique opportunity to enter Teikyo University and train at one of the best karate university clubs in the world. Under the daily guidance of Kagawa sensei, Teikyo Karate is the ultimate in training. It is also the fast track to Instructor’s course entry. The JKS (GB & Ireland) feel that the only way forward is to help and encourage our students to enter the course, and thereby promote and improve European karate. 
Tetsuhiko Asai Shihan 10th Dan
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Tetsuhiko Asai Shihan (10th Dan) was widely regarded as one of the greatest master of traditional Japanese karate-do. He has truly become legend. Since the 1940’s Asai Shihan dedicated himself, body and soul, to the art of karate. Asai Shihan’s movements often seemed superhuman and his knowledge was unsurpassed as the ultimate karate technician.
Asai Shihan held the position of Technical Director of the Japan Karate Association. After Nakayama Shihan passed away in 1987, he became the Chief Instructor of the JKA. With the split of the JKA three years later, two factions were formed and was followed by 10 years of litigation for the rights to use the JKA name. Asai Shihan’s side lost in 1999, however, under the guidance of this world class master, the JKS was formed in 2000.

Nakayama Shihan in Best Karate Volume 3 stated ``He probably has no equals’’. Asai Shihan's amazing career included graduating from the brutal Japan Karate Association instructors course in the golden era of the JKA, pioneering karate in Taiwan, winning the title of All-Japan National Grand Champion in 1961 (1st place in both kata and kumite) and countless other lifetime achievements. 
Asai Shihan’s personality reflected great hardship and the deep humility expected in a true master of the martial arts. Asai Shihan was seen as a karate hero in Japan and all over the world. He mastered over 120 kata and was technically unparalleled. Sadly, Asai Shihan passed away in August 2006. The JKS was then passed on to the capable hands of Masao Kagawa Sensei.

Masao Kagawa Sensei 8th Dan
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Chief Technical Director of the Japan Karate Shotorenmei, Masao Kagawa sensei is considered to be one of the best technicians ever to have graduated from the infamous JKA instructors’ course.
Having competed successfully both nationally and internationally, winning everything there was to be won; Kagawa sensei now concentrates his efforts on the JKS and the JKF national teams. Considered to be one of the best instructors in Japan at the present time, he is head coach for the JKF national squad and chief instructors of the JKS Hombu Dojo and JKS Instructor’s Course. With support from the elite members of JKS Hombu Dojo instructors and having studied Asai Sensei’s karate for many years, Kagawa sensei is well prepared to take the JKS to its next level of development.
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Alan Campbell 5th Dan JKS
Alan started training in 1978 at Inverness Karate Club, which had a reputation of being one of the toughest in the country. Under the guidance of senior sensei in Scotland, and frequent visits by Kato sensei, Alan gained shodan in 1984. Continued intensive training was rewarded with nidan (’89), sandan (’94), yondan (’98) and godan (’03). From the beginning Alan had been a member of Kodokai under the direction of Kato sensei. This later became JKA (GB), opening the students up to the international JKA karate scene. Having already won JKA national titles in both kata and kumite, Alan was selected to compete in many international championships, winning team kumite at the European championships in 1995 and representing both Scotland and Britain in three world championships (Dubai ’90, South Africa ’93, Moscow ’96). In early 1997, disillusioned with the direction in which the JKA (GB) was taking, Alan left the group. Already a professional karate instructor, his numerous clubs, known collectively as Seibukan Karate Clubs, became Seibukan Shotokan Karate Association. For 6 years Alan worked hard to form a strong association boasting a fully sponsored squad which travelled to Las Vegas in 2002 to compete in the Funakoshi World Open Championships. Their hard work and the excellence of Alan’s instruction were confirmed by the 8 gold, 6 silver and 6 bronze medal tally. In 2003, realising the advantages and opportunities of being with the JKS, Alan and the SSKA joined the JKS (GB & Ireland). Alan now holds the position of Chairman within the JKS (GB & Ireland) and teaches full time in the UK and Europe.
Scott Langley 5th Dan JKS
Scott has been practising martial arts since the age of 5, however, he started his karate career proper in 1986 under the instruction of Howard Milson, a senior member of Kodokai and one of the very few 5th dans in the UK at the time. Scott trained hard with Howard and Kato sensei and gained shodan in 1992. After travelling to Japan with Kato sensei in 1993, Scott started university in Staffordshire and trained on a daily basis with him. During this time he assisted Kato sensei teaching around the UK and Europe. Scott also competed regularly; winning, both in kata and kumite, the National Championships five times, European Championships three times, and the 1996 World Championships in Moscow. Building on this success, Scott travelled once more to Japan in 1997 and started to train full time at the JKA (Asai fraction) Hombu dojo. Under constant pressure from the instruction of Asai, Abe, Yahara, Kagawa, Isaka, Yamaguchi etc, Scott went from strength to strength and in 1998 was asked to enter the instructor’s course. Unfortunately, an injured knee prevented this, so after considerable rehabilitation, Scott, along with Inada, entered the course in 2000 and became the first instructor’s course class of the newly formed Japan Karate Shotorenmei. Two intensive years later, Scott graduated from the course and became the fifth non-Japanese person ever to do so (JKA/JKS). Feeling it was time to move on and encouraged by the hombu dojo to develop JKS karate, Scott moved to Ireland. He now teaches full time at the JKS Ireland Hombu Dojo, with over 250 members, it is the only full time dojo in Ireland. He also teaches regularly throughout Europe. He is Technical Director of the JKS (GB & Ireland).

Senior JKS GB & Ireland Members

Basil Leeshue 5th Dan JKS

Basil is squad coach for the British team and JKS England Director. Having been a member of the England All Styles Karate Team, Basil draws upon a vast amount of knowledge to teach and promote the traditional and competition side of JKS Karate in England.

Paul Giannadrea 5th Dan JKS

Paul heads the JKS Scotland, an independent group that work in cooperation with JKS GB & Ireland. Working hard to forge strong relationships with the rest of JKS GB & Ireland, Paul has quickly become an important member of our group.

John Shanahan 5th Dan JKS

John joined the JKS at the beginning of 2004. Teaching and training at the JKS Hombu dojo, Dublin, John is Director of JKS Ireland and is responsible for developing the JKS in Ireland

Dermot O Keeffe 5th Dan JKS
Dermot joined the JKS in 2006 and has quickly become an important member of the JKS. During upon his vast experience with the Irish National Team, Dermot now is squad coach for the Irish team and JKS Ireland Secretary.

Simon Bligh 4th Dan JKS

Simon joined the JKS in 2003 and has promoted our group throught his extensive travels around the UK. Well known within the karate world, Simon in now JKS England secretary.

Hans Rana 4th Dan JKS

Hans joined the JKS in the spring 2004 and has quickly established himself as valuable member of the JKS. In December 2004 he was made Etiquette Instructor for JKS GB.
Victoria Hockings 3rd Dan JKS

Victoria is a qualified fitness instructor and uses this expertise to help JKS members reach their physical potential. With regular seminars in stretching, health and nutrition, Victoria is the Fitness Instructor for the JKS GB & Ireland.

Japan Karate Shotorenmei (GB & Ireland) Events

The JKS (GB & Ireland) is committed to bringing over the best instruction from Japan and Europe every year.

International Technical Seminars

Every year one international technical seminar is held in Ireland (last weekend in March), England (first weekend in October) and Scotland (beginning of December). With the policy of bringing together both established instructors and new, up-and-coming talent the course content is always fresh and new. Kagawa sensei visits once a year and he is always assisted by at least two hombu dojo sensei.
National Technical Seminars
The JKS (GB & Ireland) is part of JKS Europe. Every year, both the UK and Ireland hold three technical seminars with visiting Technical Directors from other affiliated JKS Europe countries. These seminars are designed to allow dojo students the opportunity to experience international standard karate at a reduced price. They are always popular and well subscribed.

JKS Europe Summer Camp

The JKS Europe Summer Camp is a very popular event for all grades and all ages. Held in various location (e.g. Kaiserslautern, Germany & Edinburgh, Scotland), people from all over Europe come and train on the intensive long weekend course. Culminating in a friendly competition, the course has become an important part of the JKS calendar. With instruction from Paul Giannandrea (JKS Scotland), Yutaka Koike (JKS Switzerland) Alan Campbell and Scott Langley, classes are simply inspirational.

[image: image4.jpg]



© Harminder Singh

Annual Japan Trip

The highlight of the JKS (GB & Ireland) calendar is the annual trip to Japan. Taking place during the last week in January and the first week in February, Scott takes small groups to do Kangeiko (special winter training) at the hombu dojo. This week long event is the epitome of Japanese tradition, which very few westerners have a chance to experience. Following this, the group travel north into the mountains, where they train at various private dojos of high-ranking JKS sensei. The trip is finished off with several days’ relaxation in the hot springs at the foothills of Mt Fuji. The trip is a dream come true for many karate-ka. 

JKS Open Championships

In May & September (Ireland) and March & November (UK) every year the JKS (GB & Ireland) hold open championships. These are professionally run, unbiased, shobu ippon events that have become very popular both within our group and also with non-JKS organisations.

Dojo Contact Details

Ireland
South Dublin

Scott Langley


+353-87-9693206

scott@thejks.com
North Dublin

Dermot O Keeffe

+353-87-8073885

doksan@eircom.net
County Westmeath
Alan Smith


+353-87-9012447

County Meath

Pat Murtagh


+353-7-2442371

murtaghs1@eircom.net
County Cork

John Shanahan

+353-87-6770822

wjshanahan@eircom.net
County Limerick

Kay Doody


+353-86-3265411

kaydoody@eircom.net
County Mayo

Alan Beisty


+353-87-814-1342

askkarate@eircom.net
Scotland

Paul Giannandrea

+44-7850-757-524

paul-jks-scotland@freeolamail.com
Great Britain
Nottingham
Alan Campbell

+44-797-100-5058

alan@thejks.com
Bradford

Paul Massheder

+44-7771-837-724

paul.massheder@chatfields.co.uk
Loughborough

Hans Rana


+44-7796-015-549

ranah@tdg.co.uk






Leeds

Basil Leeshue


+44-7817-698-076

b.leeshue@sky.com
Birmingham
Paul Murphy


+44-7980-282-540

chikara@chikarakaratekai.co.uk
Cambridge
Bill Rogers


+44-1954-232758

matthew@magelaconsultants.co.uk
London

Danny Trainor


 +44-795-0146636

danny.trainor1@ntlworld.com
Kent

Brian Smith


+44-798-0861579

eden_jks_academy@fsmail.net
Gateshead
Douglas Hunter

+44-775-7055404

douglas.hunter@ncl-coll.ac.uk
JKS GB & Ireland Organisational Set-up 
Membership


Dojo affiliation in the JKS GB & Ireland is free, with a stipulation that all students of the dojo must be JKS members. Membership is for one year and starts on the day of application. In the UK, membership includes FEKO insurance and is £17.00 per person per year. However, new members will be charged £20.00 for their first years to cover the cost of membership books. In Ireland, all JKS clubs are part of ONAKAI, the national governing body, although they do not supply insurance cover. For new applicants, membership is Є16.50. For renewal, membership is Є13.00.

All membership is processed by the licensing officers (UK: Alan Campbell, Ireland: Scott Langley). Anyone wishing to grade with the JKS must first be a member. Beginners may become members at the time of their first grading. All members will be issued with a membership book and this must be updated by the grading examiner on successful completion of examinations. The grading examiner is then responsible for sending a list of those who graded to the head office for update of records.

New Membership











Any club wishing to join the JKS must contact Scott Langley or Simon Bligh. From this point all forms and information will be supplied to the new applicants. The club will receive a probationary membership for one year. This year is important to allow the JKS to determine the standard of the new members. Where appropriate the new club instructor will be given advice on how to bring their karate in-line with JKS karate. In order to do this it is important to work closely with the JKS. It is recommended that the new club hold a course with Scott Langley, Alan Campbell or other senior JKS grades before or as soon as they receive probationary membership. In the cases where this is impossible, the instructor and senior grades of the club need to attend either a technical seminar or squad training in order to determine what needs to be worked on in the year. It is also an ideal time for new members to address any questions they many have regarding the association.

The JKS are determined to build a solid, viable organisation in both the UK and Ireland and we feel that this can only be done by bringing together like-minded people whose sole interest is the development of their own and their clubs karate through the JKS.
Grading












All members of the JKS follow the JKS grading syllabus. The cost of the grading is recommended at £11.50/Є17.50. This money is then broken down into the following.

£3.50/Є5.50 This is sent to the JKS (GB or Ireland) head office to cover administration costs.
£2/Є3 This is given to the instructor of the student who has taken the grading.
£6/Є9 This is given to the grading examiner.
In many cases the grading examiner and the instructor of the student may be the same person. In these cases the instructor is free to set their own price for the grading.
After a grading the instructor of the student is responsible for sending the students’ results of grading and £3.50/Є5.50 to the appropriate licensing officer.

The JKS also has a junior grade syllabus. This is designed for young children and goes from 13th to 10th kyu. Any black belt, regardless of grade or time of training, may use this system. Instructors must use JKS license books and certificates and they can be obtained from the respective licensing office.
After the grading the instructor of the club is responsible for sending the Grading Registration Form and any monies to the respective head office.

JKS Examiners











Anyone who has the rank of 3rd Dan or above or has been training for 15 years or more is eligible to become a grading examiner. Anyone wishing to become an examiner must take the written test and return it to the Hombu Dojo. The cost of the test is £30/Є50. A list of all JKS examiners is supplied to JKS clubs.

Scott Langley 


Dublin



+353-(0)87-969-3206
Dermot O'Keefe 

Dublin 


+353-(0)87-807-3885
John Shanahan

Dublin



+353-(0)87-677-0822
Victoria Hockings

Dublin



+353-(0)87-120-6547
Humphrey Doody

Abbeyfeale


+353-(0)86-326-5411


Alan Campbell 

Nottingham 


+44-(0)7971-005-058
Basil Leeshue


Leeds



+44-(0)7973-270-361                                                                                                Paul Massheder 

Bradford 


+44-(0)7771-837-724
Paul Murphy 


Birmingham 


+44-(0)7980-282-540
Bill Rogers


Cambridge


+44-(0)1954-232-758
Douglas Hunter

Gateshead


+44-(0)775-705-5404
Simon Bligh


Nottinghamshire

+44-(0)797-382-9970

Paul Giannadrea

Scotland


+44-(0)7850-757-524
Courses












Members of the JKS are allowed to organise technical seminars with any instructor within the JKS GB & Ireland. All seminars with instructors from the JKS hombu dojo in Japan will be run by the JKS GB & Ireland. All profits from these courses will be kept by the JKS GB & Ireland to help fund the organisation.
Technical seminars will be held with Japanese instructors three times a year. They will be held in both the Britain and Ireland. Kagawa sensei will come every spring. Each autumn course a different instructor will be invited.
Organization














The JKS GB & Ireland is run by a committee. Scott Langley is the technical head of the JKS and with regards to technical points of karate his decision is final. However, all other decisions will be made through the committee.
National Teams











Basil Leeshue is responsible for the JKS England and Dermot O’Keefe is responsible for the JKS Ireland national teams. Fund raising committees and squad training times and venues are already in place. Anyone wishing to try-out for the teams must see Basil or Dermot. As the organisation grows, so too will the squad. This will lead to regionalisation of the squad, giving coaching opportunities to other JKS members.
Contact Details

Alan Campbell





Scott Langley                               23 Darnel Close





Hombu Dojo
Southglade Park 





Rear of Cullenswood Park   
Nottingham






Ranelagh,
NG5 9RB






Dublin 6
UK







Ireland







+44-797-100-5058





+353-87-969-3206

alan@thejks.com





scott@thejks.com
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